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BOOK REVIEWS 
Ada Language and Methodology. By David A. Watt, Brian A. Wichmann, and 
William Findlay. Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ, 1987, Price X16.95, ISBN 
13 004078 9. 
The aim of the book is to introduce the Ada programming language and sound 
principles for constructing Ada programs to programmers with some programming 
experience but no prior Ada knowledge. 
It covers all language constructs of Ada and includes discussions of their proper 
use. Moreover, it offers methodological guidelines for constructing Ada programs 
based on the principles of stepwise refinement for programming in the sma!l and 
those of structured analysis and structured design (by Yourdon and Constantine) 
for programming in the large. 
Ada is a large and complex language, but the book does a fine job of presenting 
the concepts of the language in a logical order (not that of the Ada language 
reference manual). Especially, it strikes a good balance between formality and 
informality in the introduction of new constructs; for example, simplified syntax 
diagrams, rather than the complete and potentially confusing syntax, are used when 
introducing a new language construct. 
The examples and exercises included further adds to the educational value of the 
book. 
It has some errors in its explanations of certain parts of Ada, but they do not 
disturb the overall impression that the book thoroughly treats all important Ada 
concepts. 
The book seems to be a suitable tool for a programmer that wants to learn Ada 
and see it in the context of principles for program development. 
Jan STORBANK~EDERSEN 
Dansk Datamatik Center 
Denmark 
VDM ‘87: VDM-A Formal Method at Work. By D. Bjorner, C. B. Jones, M. Mac 
an Airchinnigh and E. J. Neuhold, Editors. Lecture Notes in Computer Science 
252, Springer, Berlin, 1987,422 pages, Price DM55, ISBN 3-540-17654-3, ISBN 
O-387-17654-3. 
The Vienna Development Method (VDM) is a formal method for the specification 
and development of computer systems. This volume is the proceedings of the 
VDM-Europe Symposium held 23-26 March 1987 in Brussels, Belgium. Its 22 papers 
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